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Secalling the past of the Point
at L'Anse-aux Cousins on the
dorth-West Arm of Gaspé Bay.

Ken Annett
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with the rhytnmiecal atb zrd Tlow of the *i:dsl waters

e
and returning rapidly to itz natural state, was, within living memor;’
e ber industry and the work-nlace of hundreds
dents of Caspé Zay communities. -n this article, JASPE CF

ropo call life DOWN ON THE FOINT.

THE POINT
Banl D SRR
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The appended SKETCH MAP C? GASPE EAY indicates the location of
the L'inse-aux-Cousins Point on the south shore of the North-%est
Arm. At the head of the Arm a bridge linking the communities of
FPoint Navarre and Fontenelle crosses the mouth of the Dartmouth
River. The leeward side of the Point, washed by the waters of the
L'Anse-aux-Cousins Cove, is sheltered from the easterly storms that
lash the waters of Gaspé Bay from time to time.

From the landward base of the low-lying Point the terrain rises so
sharply as to make impracticable the building of direct access roads
from the highway. From near water level at Saw Mill Brook at L'Anse-
aux-Cousins Cove, the highway rises steadily to the height of land
divising the Cove from Gaspé Basin. In the era of lumber activity on
the Point two, distinct roads were built to link the Point with the
highway. The first of these, known locally as the SLAB ROAD, ran
along the base of the narrow beach that rimmed the Cove, past the
mouth of SAW MILL BROOK, to join the highway at the base of CANON
HILL, near the community school. Later, a second road was pushed
diagonally upwards along the face of the steep terrain to the

homesite of SHEPARDVILLE and thence to 2 meeting with the highway
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Ihe SLAE POAD drew its rame from its base o
the logs sawed in the lumber mills,., - feature of that road was the
long, Nooden Slume that was tuilt alonz ity landward Tase w0 carry

& Snmeicrost Pwash. watisy - *c The mills Iy

Lwater carried tir the
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for nost of *he vear was bty water. the waters c¢f

e towing of logs from the collection tooms near
the Dartmouth Sridege to the mill site on the Point. a&gain, from
the deep water wharf on the leeward side of the Foint lumber was
loaded directly on large, ocean-going sailing ships and steamships
for delivery to the markets of the world.

THE PCINT'S EARLIZR DAYS

Long before the arrival of Europeans in Gaspé Zay the Point
served as a convenient fishing station for the native Indian
people. The waters of Gasp€ Bay and the Dartmouth River abounded
in fish, including the prized Atlantic salmon. The sandy beaches
of the Point were ideal for the beaching of Indian cances, for the
drying and smoking of fish, and for summer camps that had the natural
air-conditioning from the sea breezes that swept daily over the low
plain.

History does not record when the Indian people of Gaspé Bay first
had contact with European fishermen and whalers but it was probably
before the documented arrival of Jacques Cartier at Gaspé in 1534.
It is known that during the French Regime fisherman used the Point
as a fishing station and stored their fishing craft there during
the winter months. Capt. Bell, A.D.C. to General James Wolfe, noted
in his Journal of the GASPEE EXPEDITION, that some 50 Frech fishing
"shaloupes" were found at L'Anse-aux-Cousins Point, adding, "..they
always lay them up there in winter"
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in her interesting article, " ANSE-AUX-COUSIIZ", published := an
~= - 5 > < ttlement

sarly .issue of IIEC, Slaine Tones of Zaspé recalled the se
cf sbraham Coffin, a native »f Nantucket,

anse-aux--ousins in 17832, . descendant of +he no

f ed Zoffin fomilwe
of liantucket, noted zeamen and whalers, .btraham iz sredited with
the introduction =f whaling +o other nioneer zasps settlers. o»
addition to Feninculs roint, the Toint o L'anse-2ux->ousine wag
i convenient locaticn far *he productisn of whale-o0il. In Ris 2eeount
2f a visit to Caspé in the summer oF 1821, Jr. ton iffland of iufier
mote:
Tevezehind the Zagin, on 4ha eHuth gide oF Thé Taw,
is a little cove called 1'inse aux Jousins,
inhabited % two or three familieg +hat live on

the »roduce of a few small farms. .lessrs foyle,
the test Xmown and most successful whalers of

the whole Zaspé district, have furnaces there with
enornous cauldrons in which they melt down whale
blubber, after it is cut up into pieces. I judged
the construction to bte crude, though I was pre-
vented from making a close examination because of
the stench and pollution..."

Some years later Lieut-Col. 3ir Richard Bonnycastle, R.E., visited
Gaspé and noted in his subsequent book, THE CANADAS IN 1841 - VOL.II :

++.0n the north-west arm we found that there was
another branch of the Micmac nation, who extsted

by salmon-fishing... here we saw a seal and picked
up two specimens of cornula on the shore of a gpit
«+«« & natural, coarse grass is fast covering this
useful sand-bank...there were some poor settlers on
that part adjoining the main land; and here there is
a whale fishery establishment and salmon weirs.,..

a small house was visited in which two families with
fourteen children lived, the fathers being engaged
in whaling on the coast of Labrador,.."
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W G the Ttk of Cepterter,1VIB) a2t day Lrear
went up *the farther 2rm,navi
neonle were trers, '*ig ten mile up to the .‘crass

TR e - =, - .
the Charnel *he vame in regard 1o
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+g5 the nther, we *zo0k 2 men here =2nd sent Them “own
Awddan ) +ham went kg 8 saw mill
we immediately fe211 ¢

Jloulin, plank and 3 houses which »lazed very hand-

somely to the no small grief of the poor people...”

as for 1'Anse-aux-cousins, Z2Zlaine Jones has noted that there
was 2 small lumber mill near the mouth of the brook by the ocld
"habitation" of the pioneer settler, Abraham Coffin. Juch mills

met local needs for construction and boat-building.

The Gaspé born historian and author, Leigh Eoyle Coffin, in
his fascinating Yook, THE DANCING WATERS, recalled the early
lumber mills of L'Anse-aux-Cousins Point and on Point L'Amour,
a mile or so to the "est. James T.Calhoun of Chilliwack,
in his letter of 1983, wrote of these mills:

B.Gdy
", ..My father was John C.Calhoun of Gaspé, formerly of

Albert, N.B....my father, owning one of the mills out-

right, and it was called by him the Albert Lumber Company.

The second mill (on L'Anse-aux-Cousins Point) was one

owned jointly by my father and his brother, Thomas E. Calhoun,
and that was known as the Calhoun Lumber Company. I under-
stand that, for those times, it was quite a large operation.
Both mills, to my knowledge, shipped almost their entire
output of lumber products to Great Britain; local sales
amounting to only the needs of the populace of the Village

of Gaspé, whose population was then small. A fire destroyed
my father's mill and there were left certain family
complications...” /5
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-8 the llayor of Gasp$, John Z.Calhoun was hos¥, in 1913, +o
the Zovernor-General of Canada, the Juke of connaught and his
niece, “rincess Fatricia, on their vigit to Gaspé, Iis sSon, <ames
alhoun recalls :

"...leemingly, father &id ratrer welleat that
iob, %“ecause the _uke orizinally intended
stayving but a few hours - he ended 2p staving,
as 1 “nderstand, for some two or three davs,
and father arranged a2 fishing trip for the Duke
and his [liece, some of the other ;aspé husiness-
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the larze, “wo-nanded
S €0 popular in that day. urine the tour

d
of fishing it became evident that the Erincess
t fis

"3'
[

11ng; father enquired why she was not,
and she replied that, not expecting to go fishing,
she did not bring any of her personal tackle and
equipment with her. To which father replied,
'Dear Lady - please use mine and be welcome; I
don't know how to fish, I bought it only for this
outing - I would be glad to have you use it'.
The Princess very graciously and happily accepted,
It soon became evident this young lady had been
superbly trained in the use of the fly rod.. she
caught her first Atlantic salmon on father's rod,
playing the fish, which was a large one, with all
the expertise possible. Both she and the Duke just
beamed and, in due course, father and mother were
invited, along with other guests, to the Duke's
yacht for dinner..."

The John C.Calhoun family left Gaspé in the Spring of 1914,
moving first to Moncton, N.B., the home town of Mrs. Calhoun, the
former Mary Allena Trites and thence to Chilliwack, B.C. from where
James T.Calhoun wrote to GASPE OF YESTERDAY in 1983.
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he Jalkourn _umber o, mill was also fesiroved I Sive ot 1819
and *he =ite of L '.nse-sux-.Cousine THint togather with the logging
14=ite or rights in the _artmouth .lver -za] 1 asr Tagama THa nroperti
af +*re “hepard and j.orse _umier V3. ot Zpeter . [.ags., snerated bv
= = nepard. "he new nwner angaged Harris T,lalhoun and kis hrother,
Z.Crlay calhoun as manager =nd cagistant manscer, resrectivel;, o
~ataild ke pill znd 49 zperaie +kp 1ymber tusiness. “he snacicus
Apmes -uilt for and cceouplied by Harric and irlay Alreoun, still siand,
v 1694, an the slope nmtove the Joint with %= sweening risw of the
apthailegt arm of Caspe . _avy,
svigm Wig home iz Cutremont, Juétec, [r, Iom lalhcun nas, In a
A o tbis 45 CADEETOP ESTEZDAY, shaved his recollections of the
Jompany his father managed.

"The Shepard and llorse Zo. had a large operation, including
+he bush, cooms 2nd nills, thus requiring a greai many men

- —dary

and a lot of supervision.

The bush and woodlands end of it was managed by kr. George
Buckley. It consisted of a varying number of carps, some of
which were run by lessrs. Jos. liller of York, Dolan Fournier
of Tontenelle, .'r. andré Chrétien and lr.Jjohnson. They started
cutting in early Fall, followed by the haul off to the river
banks of the Dartmouth River and the log drive on Spring
break-up. The drive took the logs to the storage boom near the
mouth of the river.

The Anse-aux-Cousins site consisted of the band-saw mill, a
wharf, planing and box mills and a shingle mill. There was

also a general store and office building, a cook-house, a
bunk-house, a machine shop, a blacksmith shop, a stable,

shingle and lath storage building, along with several ware-
houses. In later years, a farm was added to supply meat and
vegetables.

The logs were moved from storage to mill booms by a side-wheeler
tug, skippered by lir. Jalter Suddard of L'Anse-aux-Cousins"

ctd/7



all spruce, fir and vine logs went through the sawmill and the
m

cedar logs to the ch mill., The sawmill nroduced rough lumber
-+

of various sizes and 12ths. The lumber was sord ding

ed accordings to
he

si

e and quality and hauled *o the lumber yard "todry oty &
1) o+

torasze warehcuse. .. vers important DErSan s ¥ae vy
=

The planing mill ran 2ll Jear round cn the same shific., T+ Turned
out lumber in manv shapes and sizes, sractically 811 ofteng

ot oy o ] - T s ox Ty

Ilnished lumber was Salpped Iy rall, This meant the use of SCoOwSs

e
In summer and horse teams in winter, using a winter rocad over the
ice to Gaspé HZarbour. The scows were towed by a gas powered launch
skippered by a iir. Larsen. The shingle mill did not usually run

all summer as cedar was becoming scarce.

iir. Charles Coffin of Anse-aux-Cousins looked after the sorting,

measuring and piling of lumber in the yard as well as the measuring

and shipping of it, whether it be by water or by rail. Practically

all of the rough lumber was shipped by schooner, sguare rigger and

by steamer. The sailing ships were of all sizes, two, three, four
and even five masted, and went to ports all over the world.

The mill-wright was Mr. Jack Coffin of Anse-aux-Cousins. The store
manager was Ir. George Simpson of Rosebridge and there was a clerk
named Leo Kenny. The office staff consisted of Messrs. Herb Goodwin,
Howard Kierstead and Fred Dolbel, accountants. Ms. Maria Coffin

and Minnie Shiverton were stenographers.

The mill foremen changed frequently but among them were Fred Guignon
and Mr. Simpson of Rosebridge and Antoine Fournier of Fontenelle.

Among the lumber scalers were Laurie Coffin of Anse-aux-Cousins,
Smith Beard of Douglastown and Sandy Robinson. The stable charge-
hands included at various times Messrs. Ab. LeLacheur, Ed. Annett
and Wzlter Collas.

ctd/8
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" Amonz *+he engineerg a2t the mills ware ..essrs, ..enr re*tt, Zen
ullin of Teninsulz and Cal [linchinTon.
“he horses werse 2 very imporiant Tacter In all This.oand.fhe nen
¢ho drove +hem were *he ey %o 1% =all, Shevi.incliuded mdham
o = 3 - i TT 2 W3S = T . o - "y
“ourgzise, Jack Lalacheur And _"om ..ullin., nlLe TAE wmill
3 - | dem 3 3 . e T
anerated they hzuled lumber o the [jarad 2nd, - WIrTer, - the
Yenilwatr. Dhow ales “seok nert In She 1cg Raul-oPf I the Tush.
“Wwa machine shor was in charge of [r. llarry -elimate who Taooked
after mechanical renpzalrs =nd Tmalntenance. The Tlacikermith was 2
P, wGeeyes,
ks Ffarm was in the tapable hands ol ¥, Sdl Yesr DimiT30 1om
MW —anple comlesred in %he mille end Tush came from all over

This information is from memory =and joes b
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ck sixtr to seventy
years 2go0.
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The impact

9]

f +he extensive operations of the Shepard and I‘orse
lumber Company on the economy of Gaspé Zay communities was most
substantial and significant. In its years of prosperity and full
operation the Company processed millions of feet of lumber and
lumber products, thus providing employment for up to four hundred
men of the Gaspé District. The shipment of lumber by sea and rail
and the import of supplies needed to sustain operations gave much
additional employment in the field of transportation. ror a
generation,the Company pay-roll was not only the support of many
Gaspé families but was a significant factor in the support of
local merchants, professional people, schools, churches and other
community interests.

The "golden era" of the lumber operation on L'Anse-aux-Cousins
Point was the decade from 1914 onwards. In the mid 1920's fire
destroyed two of the mills and as the Canadian economy wound down

in the late 1920's towards the Great Depression, the operations
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T the Zompany declined z2nd -»azme 10 8n sng im Y9009 - The =ad rrocess
of dismantling what had teen ona of the “inest lunmber operation in
~astern jucbec tezan ~nd n~roceeded antil cnly *he “oundatisns of
the once extensive and “usy plant remaired, ith the passing rears
grass znd shrubs obscured sven +he sundations while +the erssion

'ind, wave and ice has removed +*he great, deep water wharf that
-

nc ed with International mari+time activity in the chippine
geason. ..ore importantl:, +*he many employvees whose lncome, far a
Zeneration, had devendsd ~n the orepard snd lgree operations, hagd
0 look elsewhere for wor% and income.
- TAART T YT = ey
Sy S twidswes LWL

18 1he author of Zi05E 7 VEISTEROY “YEs horw and sréw o ot 1 insps

aux-Jousins, many rersonal memories of the ~repard =znd lorse Lumber Zo.

B

n his hey-day are still vivid from those days of vouth =

. The lines of horses and cleighs on the ice roads of the frozen
North-iiest Arm of Caspé Zay carrying winte

camps of the Dartmouth Ziver.

r supplies to *the lumber

. Acres of logs in the storage booms near the Dartmouth River bridge
after the Spring "drive".

. The daily towing of log booms from storage to the mills.

+ The pervading sounds and smells of the mills of the Point - the whine
of saws, the shrilling sound of mill whistles, the smells of fresh-

sawn lumber and of the -smoke of burning saw-dust and waste.

« The arrival and departure of sailing ships and steamers, in season,
and the loads of lumber they carried to world markets.

. The Company's General Ctore, open not only to employees but to all
of the families of the community.

- The good relations that existed between the Company and the Community
and between the Company and its employees.
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SKETCH MAP OF GASPE BAY

1. POINT L'AMOUR - SITE OF THE  ALBERT LUMBER CO. MILL.

2. L'ANSE-AUX-COUSINS POINT - SITE OF THE CALHOUN
LUMBER CO. MILL AND, LATER, OF THE SHEPARD AND
MORSE LUMBER CO. MILLS.
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SASPE EAY -~ iORTH-JEST ARN

company tuildings
included: Cawmill
“hingle mill
Flaning nill
Sox Factory

Jeep
Jater

Jhar? Jdarehouses
! Bunk and Cook Houses
Stables
General Store
Anse_aux 0fficesn
Cousins
The rest of the Point was occupied by
Log the extensive lumber yvard.
Boom

Waste and sawdust was burned in great
cylindrical "burners”.

THE L'ANSE-AUX-COUSINS POINT BASE OF THE SHEPARD AND MORSE LUMBER
COMPANY - DEVELOPED FROM 1913 TO 1923,
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